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SEPTEMBER MEETING

Esker Davis, daytime supervisor at Station WDTV, will show the film “’All West Virginia City of Bridgeport”
at the September meeting of the Society. Mr. Davis took the photographs of Bridgeport to make up the
film which helped the city win in February 1987, the award as one of the finest cities in the State of West
Virginia. The meeting will be held at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 18, in the Stealey-Goff-Vance
House, 123 West Main Street in Clarksburg.

ANNUAL TOUR

The annual tour on October 11, 1987, will be a trip to Campus Martius in Marietta followed by dinner at
the Blennerhassett Hotel in Parkersburg.

Clarksburg and Marietta were allied in the late 18th and early 19th centuries because there really was
nothing between the two settlements. The frontier had run along the Monongahela and West Fork rivers
from the start of the Indian Wars in 1774 to 1788, when officers of the American Revolution in Boston
formed the Ohio Company and purchased land at the mouth of the Muskingum River in the new North-
west Territory. The officers named their settlement “Marietta” in honor of Marie Antoinette and enclosed
it in a fort they labeled “Campus Martius.”” The frontier moved from the West Fork River to the Ohio River.
Between 1788 and 1795 scouts from Campus Martius dressed as Indians ran regular routes through the woods
of southeastern Ohio to watch for signs of Indian movement so that the scouts could warn farmers who were
working fields of crops outside the walls of Campus Martius.

After danger of Indian attack ended in 1795, Clarksburg and Marietta were two outposts of civilization.
People who traveled overland from Marietta to the East followed the “‘Marietta Road"’ and made Clarksburg
a stop. In October 1805 Aaron Burr in Marietta wrote John George Jackson that he hoped to see him in
early November in Clarksburg as Burr traveled to Washington. In 1810 John George Jackson married his
second wife Mary Meigs in Marietta. When her father and mother, Return Jonathan and Mary Sophia Meigs,
traveled from Marietta to Washington, where Meigs was postmaster general (1814-1817), the Meigses would
drive their horse-drawn vehicle to Clarksburg for a visit with the Jacksons before proceeding on to Washington.

The State of Ohio, seeing the historic importance of the first capital of the Northwest Territory, in 1928
built a museum on the site of the original Campus Martius. The State put underroof in the museum the house
of Rufus Putnam, superintendent of the Ohio Company and U.S. Surveyor General, a structure familiar to
Harrison County drovers who took beeves over the Marietta Road to sell to the New Englanders and familiar
to West Fork hunters who sold game to the Marietta settlers and to U.S. soldiers in Fort Harmer across
the Muskingum River from Campus Martius. The museum has on display artifacts which once belonged to
the Putnams, the Meigses, and the family of General Arthur St. Clair, who was the first governor of the
Northwest Territory. Of interest in the summer of 1987 is the fact that General St. Clair was the subject of
the first U.S. Congressional investigation after Indians in 1790 had defeated in battle U.S. Army forces under
the command of the general.

The Rufus Putnam house is still on its original foundations. In 1953 the State of Ohio moved into the
museum the Ohio Company Land Office, where Rufus Putnam issued deeds for 1.5 million acres and where
Putnam made the earliest maps of the Northwest Territory. In this office 21-year-old Clarksburger John
George Jackson in 1797 received orders and turned in reports as a deputy surveyor for the U.S. Government.

Tour members will board the bus in front of the Stealey-Goff-Vance House at 12:15 p.m. on October 11.
After the tour of Campus Martius, the bus will travel to the Blennerhassett Hotel in Parkersburg. The menu for
the meal at the hotel is sliced sirloin of beef, London style; appetizer; chef's potato; chef's vegetable;
homemade rolls; butter; beverage; and dessert. The bus will return to the Stealey-Goff-Vance House at
approximately 9:00 p.m. To make reservations for the tour, use the form included in this newsletter.

Harrison County Historical Society
Annual Tour: Campus Martius in Marietta, OH, followed by dinner at the Blennerhassett Hotel in Parkersburg, WV.
Sunday, October 11, 1987
CLOSING DATE FOR RESERVATIONS AND REFUNDS: October 2, 1987
Make check payable to: Harrison County Historical Society
and mail to: Post Office Box 2074
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Number of reservations for bus, museum,

dinner @ $30.00 each:

Amount of check enclosed:

Signature



NOVEMBER MEETING

Jack Sandy Anderson, historian, author, and past president of the Society, will speak_at 7:39 p.m. on 5
Wednesday, November 18, at the Stealey-Goff-Vance House. His subject will be “'Francis Harrison P!verpont.

Francis Pierpont was a native of Marion County and in 1839 was principal of Randolph Academy in
Clarksburg. He is called '‘the Father of West Virginia”, for Pierpont at the Wheeling Convention in 1’861
suggested the plan whereby a Restored Government of Virginia could give permission for the fou.'matlo-n _of a
new state. Pierpont was named the governor of the Restored Government of Virginia and ran his administr-
ation from Alexandria, Virginia, during the hostilities of the War Between the States.

Jack Anderson, an authority on Marion County history, is well versed in the lineage and the early life of
Francis Pierpont. Anderson will show the infiuences that formed the man who was largely responsible for
guiding Western Virginia into a new state of West Virginia.

THE COLLECTION
Accessions:
Portrait of Florence Jackson; gift of Caroline Needham Smith, Garden City, New York.

Florence Jackson, daughter of James Madison and Caroline Moore Jackson, died in
Clarksburg at age 30 on February 28, 1883. Soon after the death, Caroline Moore Jackson
must have engaged an artist to paint a portrait of her daughter, perhaps from a photograph
of Florence Jackson. The portrait is signed “Wm Garl [?] Brown, 1884."" The oil painting
is under glass in an exquisite frame.

After the demise of Caroline Moore Jackson, the painting passed to T. Moore Jackson,
brother of Florence Jackson; and then to Florrie Jackson Needham, only child of T. Moore
Jackson. Caroline Smith, daughter of Florrie Needham, has owned the portrait since the death
of her mother in December 1976.

The portrait is important to a collection dedicated to preserve the history of Harrison County.
George Jackson, great grandfather of Florence Jackson was first settler, Virginia legislator, member
of the Virginia U.S. Constitutional Convention, U.S. Congressman, Ohio legislator. General John
George Jackson, grandfather of Florence Jackson, was Virginia legislator, U.S. Congressman 1802-1817,
brother-in-law of President James Madison, U.S. Federal judge, and Clarksburg manufacturer.

Hamilton and Caroline Needham Smith hand delivered the portrait during the time they visited
in Clarksburg in June.

Museum hosts and hostesses

The following members of the Society have staffed the museum during the summer visitation hours:
Jack Sandy Anderson, Frances Custer, Betty Dakan, Elsie Grant, Charles Gribble, Madge McDaniel,
Ruth Runner, Annabel Shreves, Ann Yoke, Aileen Lucas, Mary Stealey.

Hostess chairman Bea Quigley still needs volunteers at the museum on August 28, September 4, and

September 27. If you can serve on any of these dates, telephone Bea Quigley, 842-3454, or Madge
McDaniel, 842-3073.

PUBLICATIONS
Julia Davis, who moved last spring from Princeton, NJ, to Media, her mother’s homeplace near Charlestown,
WV, has given the Society permission to republish LEGACY OF LOVE. Ms Davis will write a few pages in
a preface to update the book which is a reminiscence of Julia Davis’ early years in Clarksburg.
The Society has contracted with McClain Printing Company in Parsons, WV, to print the book. The
publisher has set December 1, 1987, for the publication date.

SOCIETY BUSINESS
Membership

Included with this newsletter is a list of members of the Society as of July 1, 1987. Please keep this list
and add to the list names of new members as they appear in future publications of the newsletter.

Officers

The following officers of the Society were elected at the annual dinner meeting in April: Betty Dakan,
president; Don Higinbotham, vice president; Karen Enderle, secretary; Madge McDaniel, treasurer. Jack
Sandy Anderson, Pauline Coston, Charles Gribble, Al Heck, Beatrice Quigley, board of directors.

Treasurer’s report, July 15, 1987
Checking Account (Union Bank)

General Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. $2470.01

MemorialFund . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. L. 525.00
Investments (all CD’s)

UnionBank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1710000/ est)

CommunityBank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 620000/ est.)

Mt. StateFederal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 190000 est.)

Lowndes {(Memorial) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300000

Elizabeth Sloan Memorial . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,00000
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Crestview Manor P.0. Box 40
Jane Lew, WV 26378

Miss Abelina Suarez (L)
524 Stanley Ave.
Clarksburg, WV 24301

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth C. Summers
Lake Floyd

Route #2, Box 3I7-F

Bristol, WV 246332

Dr. Ray Swick
P.0. Box 6465
Parkersburg, WV 26102

Josephine R. Swiger
200 Sycamore St., Apt. &
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Mr. & Mrs. James E. Swiger
5904 F Kingsford Rd.
Springfield, VA 22152

Mrs. Lillian Hawker Swiger (L)
60 Walnut St.
Shinnston, WV 26431

Lucille McBee Swiger (L)
313 Spring Ave.
Clarksburg, WV 26301

John W. Tatterson
113 Circle Dr.
Bridgeport, WV 26330

Mr. & Mrs. Willis G. Tetrick, Jr

102 Kenwood Place
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Mrs, M. D. Thomas
112 Hoffman
Elmire, NY 14905

Hr. & Mre. C. W. Thorniley (L)
Rt. 2, Box 98
Brigtol, WV 26332

Mrs. J. Burl Thorpe
182 Hickman S5t.
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Mary Thrash
515 E. Main St.
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Mr. & Mrs. John C. Thrasher
152 Vermont Ave.
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Mrs. W. 0. Triplett
1204 Van Buren St.
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Trecia M. Tucker
Rt. 1, Box 130 A
Shinnston, WV 26431

Mrs. Arthur V. Upton
300 St. Clair Street
Clarksburg, WV 24301

Miss Helen L. Upton
112 Hall St.
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Hon, Cyrus Vance (Honorary)
2 East 93rd St.
NY, NY 10004

Viola Wadsworth
Barker Rt., Box 9 - C
Pine Grave, WV 2641%

Linda A. Waldeck
3330 Jones Rd.
Diamond, OH 44412

Mr. & Mrs. J. Connell Ward
239 Meigs Ave.
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Catherine D. Warner
120 E. S5th 8t., Apt. B
Clarksburg, WV 24301

Mr & Mrs. W. B. Wartman
499 Hornor Ave.
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Mrs. Harry L. Watson
P.0. Box 1694
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Vieva Weakley
Waldo Complex
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Mr. & Mrs. Harry 5. Weeks
125 Forest Ave.
Clarksburg, WV 24630%

Gary S. Waeinar (L)
Rte. 1, Box 770
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Myrtle White
159 Liberty Ave.

" Clarksburg, WV 26301

Mr & Mrs. Thomas A. White
Rt., 1, Box 348
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Lary D. Whitehair
Rt. 1, Box &5 A
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Mrs. Jack Whitney
414 Broadway
Clarksburg, WV 24301

Mr & Mrs Walter L. Williams
Rt. 1, Box 456
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Mrs. J. A. Wilson
216 N. Chestnut St.
Clarksburg, WV 2630t

Mrs. John Frampton Wilson
R.D. 1, Box 398
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Mrs. Louis H. Wilson
510 E, Main St.
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Dr. & Mrs. Robert 8. Wilson (L)
111 Alexander
Clarksburg, WV 24301

Mr. & Mrs., Fraederic C. Windoes
Emily Harrison Windoes (L)

317 8pring Ave.

Clarksburg, WV 2430t

Clarence H. Woadford
Rt. 1, Box 43
Lost Creek, WV 26385

Mrs. Guy C. Wright
451 Lee Ave.
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Mary Wyatt
449 Grand Ava.
Bridgeport, WV 26330

Carolyn R. Wysong
Rt. 1, Box 318
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Alex 8. Xenakis
P.0. Box 424
Clarksburg, WV 26302-0426

Dolores & Bill Yoke
134 Euclid Ave.
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Mrs. William E. Yoke
109 Ridenour St.
Clarksburg, WV 25301

Mr. & Mrs. Doyle K. Zwiebel
192 Liberty St.
Salem, WV 26424
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