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HARRISON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Meeting February 20, 1973
Mrs. Bond Davis, President, presided.

In the absence of the Secretary, the minutes of the
January meeting were omitted.

The Treasurer reported a balance of $2926.05 as of
February 20, 1973.

Mr. Payne, Treasurer, reported the following gift
as a memoérial:

The Clarksburg Women's Club in memory of
Mrs. Clinton Israel

He also reported a gift from the Bridgeport Women's
Club in appreciation of a talk on the old houses of
Harrison County given at a meeting of the Club by
Dr. Robert 5. Wilson.

Miss Madge McDaniel announced the availability of the
reprint of Haymond's History of Harrison County by
September 1, 1973, A descriptive leaflet containing
a blank for pre-publication orders was distributed.

Jack Sagndy Anderson, Chairman of the Program Committee,
introduced Mr. Jerry Steiner who discussed the eclectic
use of antiques in interior decoration. Nr. Steiner
encouraged the use of antiques of various periods in

both traditional and modern interiors. Good taste is
essential and an eye which can judge value, proportion,
color and suitability helps. Mr. Steiner also suggested
restrained use of patterns on walls and furniture
coverings especially with Oriental rugs. Chinese and
Near East designs are increasing in popularity. Lighting
fixtures are a special problem. There were a few gquestions
from the audience at the end of the talk.

Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth Sloan
Secretary Pro Tem



HARRISON COUNTY WEST VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Meeting March 21, 1973

Mrs. Bond Davis, President presided.

The reading of the minutes of the meeting of February
21, 1973 was dispensed with.

Mr. E. A. Payne, Treasurer, reported a bank balance of
$2859.32.

Miss Madge McDaniel, Miss Pauline Stout and
were appointed a committee to audit the financial
records of the Society.

Mr. Jack Sandy Anderson, Chairman of the Program Committee,
introduced Mr. David H. Corcoran, Executive Director of the
Pearl S. Buck Birthplace Foundation, Inc. Mr. Corcoran
discussed the problems of restoring the home of Pearl
Buck's maternal ancestors at Hillsboro, West Virginia:

Brief history of the Stulting family.

Pearl Buck's failure to interest the state in
maintaining the house as a shrine.

Jim Comstock's efforts to preserve the house.

Purchase of the house by the West Virginia Federation
of Women's Clubs.

Formation of the Foundation and acquisition of federal
funds.

Determination of 1892, the date of Pearl Buck's birth,
as the restoration date.

Plans for the collection of period furniture, the
development of a working farm, the establishment of
a museum and a library with Pearl Buck manuscripts
as a nucleus.

Plans for an official opening of the house to the public
in October 1973,

Mr. Corcoran showed slides of the demolition necessary
before restoration of the house can begin. He also invited
membership in the Foundation.

Respectfully submitted,

Elfzabeth Sloan
Secretary Pro Tem
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HARRISON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEETING May 16, 1973

In the absence of the Secretary, the minutes of the meetings

of March 21 and April 18 were not read.

Mr., E. A, Payne, Treasurer, reported a bank balance of
$2710.73., He reported a membership of 262 as of May 16,
1973 with 1% Life Members.

Miss Madge McDaniel, Chairman of the Audit Committee, reported
that the financial records of the Society had been found by
the Committee to be correct. A certificate to this effect

was submitted to the Secretary Pro Tem.

Mr. Jack Sandy Anderson, Chairman of the Program Committee,
introduced the program for the meeting - Mr. Russell
Fluharty, President of the Mountaineer Dulcimer Club, and
three of his group. The Society was delightfully enter-
tained by an hour of music which included selections
played on the dulcimer, mandolin, rebec, jew's-harp, and
musical saw. Songs ranged from mountain ballads through
hymns to West Virginia state songs. The audlence was a
little slow in it's reactions, but by the end of the evening
was singing, clapping and stamping - all with restraint

so as not to drown the music and in respect for the age of
the rafters of the Vance House.

Respectfully submitted,
El#¥zabeth Sloan

Secretary Pro Tem
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HARRISON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MESTING Gectober 17, 1973

Mrs. Bond Davis presided.

The reading of the minutes of June 20, 1973 was omitted.
Since the "meeting" of September 1973 consisted of the
tour and dinner, there are no minutes for that date.

Mr. Payne reported a balance in the treasury of $#2279.39.
The membership on this date numbered 274.

Miss Madge McDaniel reported on the sale of Haymond
History of Harrison County. Received $4718.20; expenses
have been covered; balance $1179.69.

iiss McDaniel appealed for names of potential new
members.

The speaker for the evening was Dr. Michael Greer,
professor of Political Science at Salem College and a
member of the West Virginia Legislature. His subject
was The Mysterious Death of Meriwether Lewis, leader of
the Lewis and Clark expedition and, at the time of his
death, governor of the Louisiana Territory. The admin-
istration of the Territory had been sloppy, Lewis had
been accused of the mishandling of funds, and had been
called back to Washington for an accounting. He died
violently at an inn on the Natchez Trace. The testimony
of the inn keeper's wife and of Lewis's servant would
indicate suicide; Jeiferson, whose secretary Lewis had
been, believed the death to have been suicide. Fifty
years later the account of a maid at the inn raised the
specter of murder. With all the known evidence presented,
Dr. Greer left ais audience, like & coroner's jury, no
option but to bring in an inconclusive verdict.

Respectfully submitted,

Sebretary Fro Tem



HARRISON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

MEETING November 21, 1973

Mrs. Bond Davis, President, presided.

Reading of the minutes of June 20 and October 17 were
omitted.

Mr. Payne reported a balance in the treasury of $2275.89.

Miss Madge McDaniel reported a profit on the sale of
Haymond History of Harrison County of $1358.69.

Miss McDaniel reminded the Society that there was
Vance House note paper for sale.

Miss McDaniel also announced that the 1974 membership
"drive" was under way, and she asked for the names of
individuals who might be interested in Jjoining the
Society.

Mrs. Davis thanked Miss Madge McDaniel and Mr. Jack
Sandy Anderson for the work done on the reprint of
Haymond History of Harrison County.

The program consisted of & very entertaining account
of the Shinn family by Jack Sandy Anderson., Highlights:

An amusing description of the religious character-
istics of the Shinns from 0ld Gold by Granville
Davisson Hall,

Shinns probably "go back to" Saxon England.
The line is known from 1520.

First Shinn in America: John, a Quaker, settled in
New Jersey.

'TU\ First Shinn in West Virginia: James, youngest son of

' John. vy 77 v 1774
A
/{qﬁh First ShinnSin Harrison Gounty% %—J

Early Shinns were millers and cabinet makers.

The Shinnston Historical Association has been deeded
the Shinn cemetery (back of Shinnston High School)
and was given the Levi Shinn house built in 1778.

There are two other early Shinn homes standing in
Shinnston - one of them the Stone House built in 1821,

The neme "Clarksburg" was suggested by a Shinn.

Respectfully submitted, giffgfﬂxigzﬁ > 4 S
Segretary Pro Tem



